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John Courter , Dean 
Berea College 
859-626-2198 
john_courter@berea.edu 
 

Erich Balling, Sub Dean 
Christ Church Cathedral 
859-254-4497, ex. 117 
eballing@ccclex.org 
 

Marlon Hurst, Treasurer 
Web Manager 
First Presbyterian Church 
859-252-1919 
mhurst@fpclex.org 
 

Richard Dwyer, Secretary 
Centenary United Methodist 
859-269-2800 
rdwyer@qx.net 
 

Rebecca Abbott , Registrar 
First United Methodist, 
Georgetown 
859-539-5579 
hymnnotes@yahoo.com 
 

Roy Nance 2011 
Member-at-Large 
First United Methodist, 
Frankfort 
502-227-7430 
royfumc@fewpb.net  
 
 

James Fitzpatrick 2012 
Member-at-Large 
St. Hubert Episcopal 
859-338-9136 
fitzpatrick.j@insightbb.com 
 

Larry Sivis 
Chaplain 
606-324-5335 
 

Stephen Leist 
Historian 
859-338-9361 
 

Schuyler Robinson 
Professional Concerns 
859-257-1724 
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AGO Programs 2009-2010 

 
 
Mendelssohn Lecture and Recital 
 First Presbyterian Church 
 171 Market Street 
 Lexington, KY 
 Saturday, October 17, 2009 
 9:00 AM 
 

Gerre Hancock Choral Masterclass 
and Evensong; 
Erich Balling Organ Recital 
 Christ Church Cathedral 
 166 Market Street 
 Lexington, KY 
 Saturday, Oct. 31-Sunday, Nov. 1 
 

Tom Trenney Organ Recital 
 First Presbyterian Church 
 Lexington, KY 
 Friday, November 20, 2009 
 8:15 PM 
 

Annual Guild Social: 
Organ Demonstration 
and Theatre Organ DVD 
 Spindletop 
 January, 2010 
  
 

Pipes, Pedal, and Pizza 
 February, 2010 
 
5th Annual Bach Marathon 
 Maxwell Street Presbyterian  
 180 E. Maxwell Street 
 Lexington, KY 
 Saturday, March 27, 2010 
 

Choral Music Reading Session by Lois 
Fyfe Music 
 Church of the Good Shepherd 
 Lexington, KY 
 Saturday, April 17, 2010 
 

Lexington Chapter Hymn Festival 
  May, 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Many thanks to Erich Balling for coordinating this 
year’s programs! 
 

�

 Welcome back to all faithful members of the AGO and to our new 
members: Diane Baldwin, Scott Heydinger, Cathy Hunt, Dorothy Tice (who 
has participated often in the past), and Robert Young. 
 I look forward to serving you as the new editor of Principal Pipings.  
While I have a few ideas tucked away for articles or points of interest, your 
own submissions and ideas are strongly encouraged! Too often we’re afraid 
of what other people might think if we play for them or write for them, but 
we have the opportunity in the Guild of being artistic encouragers and 
cheerleaders for one another. “We have been blessed that we might bless.” 
 When I was ten, Sister Juliana asked me to stand next to her each 
week to toot recorder descants while she played the mighty organ at the Sis-
ters of Saint Mary of the Valley parochial school. At fifteen, I was blessed 
to receive a scholarship of a year’s worth of beginning organ lessons from 
former Regional Councillor Margaret Witschard in the Portland, Oregon, 
chapter’s endeavor to encourage new organists. Mrs. Witschard would pick 
me up for lessons if I didn’t have a ride. That same year, someone lent me 
their upright piano (for three years!) to replace the home keyboard on which 
I had had to practice, and several months later, a small Presbyterian church 
took a chance and hired me to play their weekly services for a whopping 
$100 per week—more than enough to pay for continuing music lessons. 
(The pastor made me sign a contract to practice at least four hours per 
week.) At Wheaton College in the mid-1990’s, Dr. R. Edward Zimmerman 
regularly opened his home to organ students, including me even though I 
was really majoring in voice, and constantly invited and drove us students to 
organ events. At Boston University in the early 2000’s, Dr. Julian Wachner 
initiated a master class in organ improvisation. Here in Lexington, Richard 
Sowers encouraged me to join the Bach Choir and spent additional time just 
chatting in his former office at Southern Hills UMC, while Clif Cason do-
nated his time to help me get back into shape for (and pass!) the AGO Ser-
vice Playing Exam, for which Richard Dwyer gave his time to proctor. 
 How have you been encouraged or blessed—by former teachers, 
family members, pastors, colleagues, students, or even an anonymous giver? 
Please email your story to me at hymnnotes@yahoo.com. 
 How can we encourage each other? May I suggest we begin the year 
with a commitment to thanking at least one member who organizes or per-
forms in a Guild event? Perhaps we can begin by writing a brief note of con-
gratulations to Larry Sharp, who recently passed his CAGO! Larry 
Sharp, 307 The Woods Lane, Winchester, KY 40391. 
 Thank you, all. You’re a joy. 
 
—Rebecca Abbott, Editor 
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September 13, Great Music of the Church: Organ and Hymn Festival 
 First Christian Church, 112 E. College St., Georgetown, 2-4 PM 
 
September 20, Chris Oelkers Organ Recital 
 Hill Chapel, Georgetown College, Georgetown, 3 PM 
 
September 27, University of Kentucky Chorale with Orchestra 
 Christ the King Cathedral, 299 Colony Blvd., Lexington, 2:30 PM 
 
 

Oct. 17, Mendelssohn Lecture and Recital 
 First Presbyterian Church, 171 Market St., Lexington, 9 AM 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 25, Cully Bell (Piano) and Nathan Jasinski (Cello)����
���� Christ the King Cathedral, Lexington, 2:30 PM 
 
October 31-November 1, Gerre Hancock Choral Masterclass 

and Evensong; Erich Balling Organ Recital 
Christ Church Cathedral, 166 Market Street, Lexington 
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POSITIONS AVAILABLE 
 

Organist/Pianist, First Christian Church, 106 Lexington Street, Versailles, KY 40383; 
(859) 873-3901; www.fccversailles.com. Current organist retiring. Sun. service 11:05 AM, 
choir practice Wed. 7:30-9:30 PM, additional seasonal services. Amateur adult choir and 
director of about 16 voices; congregation of about 110. Student organist would be consid-
ered. Please submit letter of application and resume to the church, Attn: Organist/Pianist 
Search Committee. For more information contact Carolyn Leet (leet_carolyn@yahoo.com) 
or Ivy Hughes (fccdoc@windstream.net). 
 
Organist, Arlington Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), 1206 N. Limestone, Lexington 
40505. One Sunday morning service plus additional seasonal services. One mid-week choir 
rehearsal. Works with professionals and volunteers. Permanent part-time. Please contact 
Kristen Bentley, Pastor, at (859) 252-4393 or kpbent@aol.com for complete information. 
Posted 06/20/2009 
 
Pianist/Organist, to start Sunday, August 16, St. Andrew's Episcopal Church, a family-sized 
congregation in downtown Lexington. One Sunday service 10 AM, choir; competitive sal-
ary. Please contact Carol Ruthven at the Parish Office (859) 254-8325; cell (859) 475-3609; 
or email ruthvencarol@yahoo.com. Posted 06/17/2009 
 
Pianist or Organist, Central Baptist, Paris, KY. Three Sunday services, Wednesday eve-
ning prayer, choir rehearsal. Pay based on experience. Please send resumé to Central Baptist 
Church, Attn: Rev. Matthew Crook, 829 High Street, Paris, KY 40361 or 
mattcbc@bellsouth.net. For more information call (859) 987-3951 ext. 23. Posted 4/30/2009 
 
Organist/Choir Director , Carlisle Presbyterian Church P.O. Box 111, Broadway and Mul-
berry Streets, Carlisle, KY 40311, 859-289-2439. Sunday worship at 10:45 a.m., small choir 
rehearses at 10:00 a.m. 9-rank, 2-manual Pilcher mechanical action organ. Please contact 
Rev. Dr. Jack H. Robinson atjrobinson30@sprintpcs.com or 859-523-4334. Posted 
2/18/2009 
 
Organist, Stanford Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), East Main Street, Stanford, KY 
40484. Sunday choir rehearsal at 9:30a.m., worship service at 10:50 a.m., special services 
during holy seasons, occasional weddings, funerals. 9-rank, 2-manual Pilcher pipe organ 
fully restored in 1993. Interested applicants may contact the church at (606) 365-2366, 
scc@ky.com.net or Interim Organist, Doug Price at 859-264-7812, sccdoc@kycom.net. 
Posted 2/5/2009 
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       Please contact Rebecca Abbott, 
current Placement Committee Chair, if 
you have information on job openings 
or would like to have your name added 
to the substitute list.   
       Rebecca can be reached at 
��������"�������
����  
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HARPSICHORDS 
BUILT AND RESTORED BY 
 

John V. Thompson 
Danville, KY 

859 236 7028 
Email: jv1thompson@nctv.com 
Webpage: www.zhi.net/spotlight 

(click Thompson on links) 
 

Several harpsichords available. 

Milnar 
Organ 

Company  
LLC 

Builders of 
New Organs 
Specialists in 
Restorations 

and  
Additions 

3165 Hill Road 
Eagleville, TN 

37060 
615-274-6400  

Fax: 615-274-2022 
milnarorgan.com 

 
 

 

Fist United Methodist Church Franklin, TN 

 


