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John Courter , Dean 
Berea College 
859-626-2198 
john_courter@berea.edu 
 

Erich Balling, Sub Dean 
Christ Church Cathedral 
859-254-4497, ex. 117 
eballing@ccclex.org 
 

Marlon Hurst, Treasurer 
Web Manager 
First Presbyterian Church 
859-252-1919 
mhurst@fpclex.org 
 

Richard Dwyer, Secretary 
Centenary United Method-
ist 
859-269-2800 
rdwyer@qx.net 
 

Rebecca Abbott , Registrar 
First United Methodist, 
Georgetown 
859-539-5579 
hymnnotes@yahoo.com 
 

Roy Nance 2011 
Member-at-Large 
First United Methodist, 
Frankfort 
502-227-7430 
royfumc@fewpb.net  
 
 

James Fitzpatrick 2012 
Member-at-Large 
St. Hubert Episcopal 
859-338-9136 
fitzpatrick.j@insightbb.com 
 

Larry Sivis 
Chaplain 
606-324-5335 
 

Stephen Leist 
Historian 
859-338-9361 
 

Schuyler Robinson 
Professional Concerns 
Placement Chair 
859-257-1724 
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Greetings from the Dean! 
 
Our Lexington Chapter is beginning its 64th year! The next two years will be 
some of our most exciting, since we are preparing to host the 2011 Region V 
AGO Convention. Some of our members already have begun planning this event.   
In the meantime, we have great plans for this year’s series of Guild meetings! 
 
In March, we will celebrate our Fifth Annual Bach Marathon with a performance 
of the Bach Neumeister Chorales and the organ concertos that Bach transcribed 
from other sources. The Neumeister Collection is published by Bärenreiter 
(BA5181), and edited by Christoph Wolff. You may wish to order a copy from 
Lois Fyfe Music of Nashville (website: www.loisfyfemusic.com) or from their 
toll-free phone number (800) 851-9023. At our October 17 meeting, we will 
have signup sheets for organists wishing to perform these works. I will be 
arranging the morning session of the Bach Marathon, with former Dean Clif 
Cason arranging the afternoon schedule. Early in 2010, we have planned a work-
shop-masterclass on these chorales in preparation for the Marathon.  
 
Dr. Russell Stinson will be joining us on October 17 for a lecture-recital on Men-
delssohn and his connection with the music of Bach. Our Chapter members 
will perform the Bach works that Mendelssohn performed in his historic re-
cital at St. Thomas Church in Leipzig on Aug. 6, 1840, instigating the revival 
of interest in the music of Bach. 
 
Dr. Gerre Hancock will lead a choral workshop and Evensong at Christ Church 
Cathedral this fall. Other choral , organ, and social events will complete the 
year’s program.  
 
Resolve to be active in your AGO chapter this year! 
 
—John Courter, Dean, Lexington Chapter AGO 
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September 25, Cordis (chamber music from Boston) 
 Hughes Auditorium, Asbury College, Wilmore, 7:30 PM. Free. 
September 27, University of Kentucky Chorale with Orchestra 
 Christ the King Cathedral, 299 Colony Blvd., Lexington, 2:30 PM. Free. 
October 11, Four Pianists 
 John Hill Chapel, Georgetown College, Georgetown, 3 PM. Free. 
October 17, Russell Stinson: Mendelssohn Lecture and Recital—AGO EVENT 
 First Presbyterian Church, 171 Market St., Lexington, 9 AM. Free. 
October 20, John Linker Organ Recital 
 Hughes Auditorium, Asbury College, Wilmore, 12:10 PM. Free. 
October 31, Gerre Hancock Choral Workshop—AGO EVENT 
 Christ Church Cathedral, 166 Market St., Lexington, 9 AM-2 PM. Free. 
November 1, Gerre Hancock Choral Eucharist; Erich Balling Organ Recital; Choral 
Evensong with Combined Cathedral Choirs—AGO EVENT 
 Christ Church Cathedral, Lexington, 11 AM; 4:30 PM; 5 PM. Free. 

Radio Lessons: A Letter from Antoinette Herzel 
 
To the Editor: Your idea of hearing from other AGO members about the people 
who blessed you and helped you along prompts me to send you this story. 
 
In 1931 the U.S. was sinking into the depths of the Depression. I had always 
wanted to play the piano, and that summer there came on the radio a six-week 
series of piano lessons! These were repeated several times in case you missed 
one. Dr. Sigmund Spaeth, a musicologist and music critic, would explain over the 
radio how to find a C chord, G chord, and F chord. Then he demonstrated with 
many familiar tunes how to use these chords to accompany a melody. How ea-
gerly I listened! For $1 one could send for a paper keyboard, so I did. Each pro-
gram began with the tune “You’re in the Army Now” sung with the words: 
“You’re making music now. Get ready to take a bow. You’ll make a big hit by 
playing a bit, so make some music now.”         continued inside 
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POSITIONS AVAILABLE 
 

Organist/Pianist, First Christian Church, 106 Lexington Street, Versailles, KY 40383; 
(859) 873-3901; www.fccversailles.com. Current organist retiring. Sun. service 11:05 
AM, choir practice Wed. 7:30-9:30 PM, additional seasonal services. Amateur adult 
choir and director of about 16 voices; congregation of about 110. Student organist would 
be considered. Please submit letter of application and resume to the church, Attn: Organ-
ist/Pianist Search Committee. For more information contact Carolyn Leet 
(leet_carolyn@yahoo.com) or Ivy Hughes (fccdoc@windstream.net). 
 
Organist, Arlington Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), 1206 N. Limestone, Lexing-
ton 40505. One Sunday morning service plus additional seasonal services. One mid-
week choir rehearsal. Works with professionals and volunteers. Permanent part-time. 
Please contact Kristen Bentley, Pastor, at (859) 252-4393 or kpbent@aol.com for com-
plete information. Posted 06/20/2009 
 
Pianist/Organist, to start Sunday, August 16, St. Andrew's Episcopal Church, a family-
sized congregation in downtown Lexington. One Sunday service 10 AM, choir; competi-
tive salary. Please contact Carol Ruthven at the Parish Office (859) 254-8325; cell (859) 
475-3609; or email ruthvencarol@yahoo.com. Posted 06/17/2009 
 
Pianist or Organist, Central Baptist, Paris, KY. Three Sunday services, Wednesday 
evening prayer, choir rehearsal. Pay based on experience. Please send resumé to Central 
Baptist Church, Attn: Rev. Matthew Crook, 829 High Street, Paris, KY 40361 or 
mattcbc@bellsouth.net. For more information call (859) 987-3951 ext. 23. Posted 
4/30/2009 
 
Organist/Choir Director , Carlisle Presbyterian Church P.O. Box 111, Broadway and 
Mulberry Streets, Carlisle, KY 40311, 859-289-2439. Sunday worship at 10:45 a.m., 
small choir rehearses at 10:00 a.m. 9-rank, 2-manual Pilcher mechanical action organ. 
Please contact Rev. Dr. Jack H. Robinson atjrobinson30@sprintpcs.com or 859-523-
4334. Posted 2/18/2009 
 
Organist, Stanford Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), East Main Street, Stanford, 
KY 40484. Sunday choir rehearsal at 9:30a.m., worship service at 10:50 a.m., special 
services during holy seasons, occasional weddings, funerals. 9-rank, 2-manual Pilcher 
pipe organ fully restored in 1993. Interested applicants may contact the church at (606) 
365-2366, scc@ky.com.net or Interim Organist, Doug Price at 859-264-7812, 
sccdoc@kycom.net. Posted 2/5/2009 

Radio Lessons, cont. 
The program closed with tune “Ach, du lieber Augustin,” sung with the words: 
“The more you get together with music, with music, the more you get together, 
the happier you’ll be!” The repertoire of tunes was rapidly expanded, particu-
larly with Stephen Foster songs. When my parents saw how eager I was to play 
those chords on the paper keyboard, they came up with a second-hand upright 
piano, the present for my eleventh birthday. I played the chords—and they 
worked! 
 
Unfortunately my father lost his job shortly after this purchase, so I didn’t get 
any lessons. But I was happy anyway. I had learned the treble clef in the music 
classes at school, and the teacher then taught me the bass clef. Friends who had 
taken lessons lent me their music. So I struggled along, very painfully reading 
music by the EGBDF method. 
 
When times improved, I had two years of lessons in high school with a very 
dedicated teacher, Miss Evelyn Bishop, who put me through a rigorous course 
of scales, arpeggios, and chords. My technique was (and still is) very feeble, 
but I learned the basics. She introduced me to some movements from Mozart 
sonatas and to the Bach two-part inventions. 
 
Much later, after marrying and raising four children, I had an opportunity to 
study organ with Melvin Dickinson, who became head of the organ department 
at University of Louisville and founder of the Louisville Bach Society. (He’s 
retired now but still teaching privately.) I was then forty years old. My obvious 
deficiencies would have appalled most teachers, but Melvin had infinite pa-
tience, and in two and a half years a I became a church organist. In 1978 I suc-
ceeded to Melvin’s previous post at Church of the Ascension in Frankfort and 
served there for ten years. 
 
To these three people I owe an immense gratitude. I have always wondered 
whether others got their start from Dr. Sigmund Spaeth’s radio lessons, but I 
have not been able to find out.          —Antoinette (Nanette) Herzel 
 
Editor’s Note: Many others may have benefited from the “Keys to Happiness” 
radio lessons. The Wikipedia article on Sigmund Spaeth says Dr. Spaeth re-
ceived over 4000 fan letters per week. Thank you, Antoinette, for that delightful 
story! 

 

����

 
 Builders of 

New Organs 
Specialists in 
Restorations 

and  
Additions 

3165 Hill Road 
Eagleville, TN 37060 

615-274-6400 
Fax: 615-274-2022 
milnarorgan.com 
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Franklin, TN First Presbyterian Church 

LEXINGTON CHAPTER 
IN 

THE AMERICAN 
ORGANIST! 

Clif Cason and our Lexing-
ton Chapter were the sub-
ject of a tribute letter by 
chapter member William 
Webber in the Oct., 2009, 
TAO, pp. 16-17. Schuyler 
Robinson’s performance in 
the Messiaen concert of 
November, 2008, and 
Daniel Tilford’s music les-
sons were also noted. Don’t 
miss this letter! 
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Please contact Schuyler 
Robinson, Placement 
Committee Chair, if you 
have information on job 
openings or would like to 
have your name added to 
the substitute list.   
       Schuyler can be 
reached at 859-257-1724. 

HARPSICHORDS 
BUILT AND RESTORED BY 
 

John V. Thompson 
Danville, KY 

859 236 7028 
Email: jv1thompson@nctv.com 
Webpage: www.zhi.net/spotlight 

(click Thompson on links) 
 

Several harpsichords available. 


