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LEARN FASTER, PERFORM BETTER? 
 
What if you could take a nice long break from practicing your 
Easter music that’s not nearly up to tempo yet, get a good 
night’s sleep, and still be able to play the same music even better 
tomorrow?   

In a recent AGO committee meeting, 
Lisa Hall (Assistant Organist at Christ 
Church Cathedral) mentioned that she 
had bought this book by Molly 
Gibrian.  Our curiosity was piqued by 
a title including the word faster, as 
Michael and I are at the age where we 
don’t have a lot of RT (remaining 
time).  And I was a bit familiar with 
violist Molly Gebrian’s work from 
references in Noa Kageyama’s 
bulletproofmusician.com.  We 
ordered the book and (not having 
much RT) I dove right in. 

 
 Wow. Gebrian offers proof that taking breaks and sleeping 
well will actually tremendously improve your ability to learn 
and play music.  Pianist Jeffrey Sykes (University of California - 
Berkeley) wrote in a review: “After 40 years of experience as a 
performer and teacher, you imagine there’s nothing new and 
useful to be said on the subject of practice.  Molly Gebrian 
proved me wrong, and brilliantly so.”   
 
 So, our advice is, take a break from your practicing; get 
comfortable and read this book, and then get a good night’s 
sleep! 
 
 
        Michael & Nancy 
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LUNCH AND MASTERCLASS WITH HUW LEWIS 
February 14, 2026 

Christ Church Cathedral, Lexington 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Above: Enjoying a delicious lunch prepared by 
Bibi Cook, which was free! (thanks to Regional 
Ambassador, Larry Sharp). 
 
Right: Julia, assistant to Erich and Kathleen 
Balling.  Erich is the Canon Musician and 
Kathleen is the Music Assistant at Christ 
Church. 
 
Far right:  Larry Sharp and Huw Lewis present 
a King Cake as a door prize to Vicki Bell, the 
lucky winner. 

 

RECENT AGO EVENTS 



 
 

 
Top: William Robinson, Assistant Organist at the Cathedral of Christ the 
King, receives instruction from Huw Lewis. 
 
Middle: Dr. Lewis demonstrating technique; Lisa Hall performing Adagio 
from Symphony No. 5 by Charles-Marie Widor.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HUW LEWIS ORGAN CONCERT 
February 15, 2026, 4:00 p.m., Christ Church Cathedral, Lexington 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Many thanks to Kathleen and Erich Balling, 
Lisa Hall, and Christ Church Cathedral 

for hosting these events!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

GUESTS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME AT AGO EVENTS 
 

 
The Hymn Festival originally planned for May 2 has been cancelled 
 
Saturday, May 16, 11:30 a.m. - Ascension Luncheon!  Ramsey’s Diner, 151  
   W. Zandale Drive, Lexington, 40503 
  Join your AGO friends and colleagues for a relaxing and fun (and FREE)  
  lunch.  Spouses and partners are also welcome. Space is limited to 20, so  
  RSVP soon!  (Text Nancy: 859-333-0526 or Michael: 859-205-9549, or  
  respond to this email.)  Door prizes will be awarded! 
 
June, 2026 (TBA) - Luncheon and Installation of 2026-2027 Officers 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
Sunday, April 12, 7:00 p.m. - First Presbyterian Church, Lexington 
  Kentucky Bach Choir: “Love, Our Salvation” 

The program features the Bach double-choir motet Fürchte dich nicht; several 
choruses from the Saint Matthew Passion accompanied by orchestra; 
unaccompanied motets by Orlando di Lasso, G.P. da Palestrina, and Johannes 
Brahms; and anthems by Herbert Howells, Gerald Finzi, and Paul Mealor. 

  For tickets: click here 
  For more about the Kentucky Bach Choir: kentuckybachchoir 
 
Sunday, April 19, 4:00 p.m. - Christ Church Cathedral, Lexington  
  Ani Hutchens, piano, Boston Conservatory at Berklee 2025 Graduate and 
  former Christ Church Cathedral Chorister 
 

UPCOMING AGO EVENTS 

OTHER UPCOMING LOCAL EVENTS 

https://app.promotix.com/events/details/Love--Our-Salvation-tickets?referrer=all-events
https://www.kentuckybachchoir.org/about


Wednesday, April 22, 7:30 p.m. - Cincinnati Museum Center, featuring    
  the 1929 E.M. Skinner Organ in the rotunda: Isabelle Demers, Organist,  
  with University of Cincinnati College Conservatory of Music Professor of 
  Voice, Tenor, Daniel Weeks 
   Music-in-the-Museum 
 
Sunday, May 17 - Christ Church Cathedral, Lexington 
  3:30 p.m. - Grant Holcomb, organ, River Road Presbyterian Church,   
   Richmond, Virginia 
  4:00 p.m. - Evensong with the Cathedral Choir 
 
Sunday, June 7, 5:00 p.m. - Second Presbyterian Church, Lexington     
  Lexington Chamber Chorale: “How Can I Keep from Singing: The Heart  
  of Kentucky: A Musical Tribute”  http://lexingtonchamberchorale.org/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UPDATE ON REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH, SOMERSET 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This week the Lexington Chapter AGO received a 
thank you and the good news that Redeemer 
Lutheran, which was all but destroyed by a tornado in 
May, 2025, will reopen on Easter Sunday.  LexAGO 
members donated a total of $800.00 to the cause.  
Member Marcia Moser is the organist at Redeemer. 

 

MISCELLANY 

https://www.cincymuseum.org/music-in-the-museum/
http://lexingtonchamberchorale.org/


 
FREE TO A GOOD HOME . . . 
 
Neal Conrad of Lexington writes: 
I have a Hammond 1958 B Model spinet organ (with 
reverb) that has been in the family since 1959 when it 
was purchased new. We are trying to downsize our 
home and are looking for a good home for it. It 
functions well, does need some work on the contacts on 
the slide bars.  It is still a very attractive piece of solid 
walnut furniture, as you can see.   

 If you know of a church or an individual who would be interested in acquiring it, or can 
advise me on how to find someone, I would appreciate it. You can reach me by 
email:  nconradpsi@outlook.com, or via phone at 859-421-7115. 
  
 
LOOKING FOR AN ORGAN ON WHICH TO PRACTICE? 
 
 AGOLex has received a generous offer from the Church of the 
Ascension in Frankfort to make their organ available to members 
who would like to practice on their 3 manual, 33-rank Austin 
organ.  Contact the church for more information:  
 
Email: info@ascensionfrankfort.org  
Website: www.ascensionfrankfort.org 
 
 
 
 
MEET ME IN ST LOUIS . . . 
Are you planning to make the trip to St. Louis this summer for the AGO National 
Convention?  Several members from our chapter have already registered.  If you 
are planning to go, let us know by responding to this email.  Information about 
the Convention can be found below!   
 
 

mailto:nconradpsi@outlook.com
mailto:info@ascensionfrankfort.org
http://www.ascensionfrankfort.org/


 
THE AGO NATIONAL CONVENTION . . . 
 
. . . will be in nearby St. Louis in July. Register NOW!  click here! 
 St. Louis is less than five hours’ drive from Lexington! 

 

 
 

ZOOM STUDY GROUPS AVAILABLE FOR SPC, CAGO 
 

Free monthly online study groups are being 
offered for organists planning to take the Service 
Playing Certificate (SPC), Colleague (CAGO), 
AAGO or FAGO exams. For more information, 
click here: Study Groups 
 
Your chapter also has study aids available free of 
charge!  Just contact Jane Johnson 
(jhjohn@email.uky.edu or 859-338-5364) for 
more information.  You can join the ranks of the 
certified, and we are here to help! 
 

 
HAVE YOU PAID YOUR AGO DUES?  
 
 If you haven’t yet paid your dues, or can’t remember if you’ve paid them, or want to 
find out when they are due, go here: AGO sign in.  Or if you prefer, call (212) 870-2310 
during business hours, or email  info@agohq.org. 
 
 If you prefer to be a Chapter Friend rather than a member, information will be available 
soon about the due date.  The cost is $40.00.  Chapter Friends receive our monthly newsletter 
but are not eligible for AGO discounts and do not receive The American Organist magazine. 

https://web.cvent.com/event/fdadaa37-8ca8-48de-ba86-373c87010edc/websitePage:6e12c009-3562-4eb4-8899-9e944836e4f7
https://lqmzt67ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mwjrEEnZ0UU6Dy55loamZ_hBUyl2qa8CG-7gC-ipAbyDu_-ftsYCan-UrllQgU064IiCN7jOEpDVc0zZvj_EQ7DmyLnLSGdhsELwB98W7Qq7hpqPrq7QSKoAWAwClf9U49qdYg5lpxI5jDv7sgJCjf8YzFGmwIHQL5nBL7atRn30nK_91-pMWd7pXxqI8A4Et-QGdGGEcF3V73jFGdhcf9Abs1VRo6BJKXRgM1EGtUp4GG6khTduBzsElaO9HzoZmYFzmEZewUCiJ48wvjmZ0jKIzsTNt-8o&c=1FXQdN2fAvhAb-2GaYX01E-hkoI8FuYX7CVysTLQeLCEkVm2jp_CBw==&ch=WnrgDaRjRH7cGeI7FxFiV0Qj6z2aQxb9n1gOjPG9mRbt3DTEec3mIA==
https://lqmzt67ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mwjrEEnZ0UU6Dy55loamZ_hBUyl2qa8CG-7gC-ipAbyDu_-ftsYCan-UrllQgU064IiCN7jOEpDVc0zZvj_EQ7DmyLnLSGdhsELwB98W7Qq7hpqPrq7QSKoAWAwClf9U49qdYg5lpxI5jDv7sgJCjf8YzFGmwIHQL5nBL7atRn30nK_91-pMWd7pXxqI8A4Et-QGdGGEcF3V73jFGdhcf9Abs1VRo6BJKXRgM1EGtUp4GG6khTduBzsElaO9HzoZmYFzmEZewUCiJ48wvjmZ0jKIzsTNt-8o&c=1FXQdN2fAvhAb-2GaYX01E-hkoI8FuYX7CVysTLQeLCEkVm2jp_CBw==&ch=WnrgDaRjRH7cGeI7FxFiV0Qj6z2aQxb9n1gOjPG9mRbt3DTEec3mIA==
https://lqmzt67ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mwjrEEnZ0UU6Dy55loamZ_hBUyl2qa8CG-7gC-ipAbyDu_-ftsYCan-UrllQgU064IiCN7jOEpDVc0zZvj_EQ7DmyLnLSGdhsELwB98W7Qq7hpqPrq7QSKoAWAwClf9U49qdYg5lpxI5jDv7sgJCjf8YzFGmwIHQL5nBL7atRn30nK_91-pMWd7pXxqI8A4Et-QGdGGEcF3V73jFGdhcf9Abs1VRo6BJKXRgM1EGtUp4GG6khTduBzsElaO9HzoZmYFzmEZewUCiJ48wvjmZ0i0FnuRbuuh1&c=1FXQdN2fAvhAb-2GaYX01E-hkoI8FuYX7CVysTLQeLCEkVm2jp_CBw==&ch=WnrgDaRjRH7cGeI7FxFiV0Qj6z2aQxb9n1gOjPG9mRbt3DTEec3mIA==
https://www.agohq.org/Ago/iCore/Events/Events_List.aspx?DisplayAreaOptions=No&hkey=f5f2ff28-4a02-4a14-a699-6c47c5dc2975
mailto:jhjohn@email.uky.edu
https://www.agohq.org/Shared_Content/ContactManagement/Sign_In.aspx?LoginRedirect=true&returnurl=%2FAgo%2FContactRedirector.aspx
mailto:info@agohq.org


LEARN TO IMPROVISE THE EASY WAY! 
 

The Bluegrass Chapter of the American Theatre Organ 
Society (BGATOS) is looking for more organists willing to 
play the organ at the Kentucky Theatre on Friday nights and, 
next summer, for their Wednesday Classic Movie series.  This 
is a great way to “loosen up” your playing and gain 
confidence in improvisation.  If you are interested please 
contact Bill Webber at 859.298.8962 or 
williamawebberiv@gmail.com 

 
 

 
VISIT THE LOFT . . . 
The AGO's Online Community 
Interested in free handbell music?  Hauptwerk topics?  Organ 
music swaps?  Jazz influences in organ literature?  Playing 
triplets against eighth notes?  THE LOFT is the place to exchange 
information with other AGO members. THE LOFT also includes 
a searchable Member Directory where you can find fellow AGO 
members and reconnect with colleagues. Click here to get started!   
 
 

 
 

THE AMERICAN THEATRE ORGAN 
SOCIETY 2026 CONVENTION 
 
The American Theatre Organ Society (ATOS) 
2026 National Convention will be held in 
Rochester, New York, from July 6–10, 2026, 
hosted by the Rochester Theater Organ Society. 
Centered at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel, the 

event, “ROC The Pipes,” will feature concerts at various regional venues, 
including the West Herr Performing Arts Center and Riviera Theatre.  
Congratulations to long-time AGOLex member Bill Webber, who has been 
elected Vice-Chair of the ATOS Board of Directors! 
 
 
 
 

mailto:williamwebberiv@gmail.com
https://lqmzt67ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rvle-mNO6s32ocLoIUvZsaPdSQpmkx5JxwF14UXHeWDhvcZUNBFmcRIZoXxNGwMw_IfImNSirCWFcIQly7RESLlMS8aUI5pwZYqT-hOnQ5kuZM9hQcB7mPada4A5wFieyU8iSDo6ky5YHtE8-ikbKwcSJU6cPt0-ZRIQ_daOO0s=&c=Ji-uYWr7sY3RdCHbdPan-lcuUqpPdjl4mW5z5gNDL1N-uEbzZlAtHw==&ch=L-gHdFssDMvv44iNojdj6QNs8PeBLgCJBtGBp9XC3dxluMXoXk4mKg==
https://www.atos.org/convention
https://www.atos.org/convention
https://rtosonline.org/rtos-atos-2026-convention-chairs/


 
 

 
      
 
 
 
 
 

Emmanuel Episcopal Church, Winchester: 
Part time organist 
 
Full description 
 
 [posted 4/1/2026] 
 

 
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, Lexington: 
Part time organist 
 
Full description 
 
 [posted 12/1/2025] 

 
 
First Presbyterian Church, Lancaster: 
  
 Our church is searching for a part time organist/pianist starting immediately. This  
position is for Sunday worship and special events.  Pay is negotiable.  Musicians will have 
the option of playing a 2 manual pipe organ or a baby grand piano.   
 Interested parties may contact Donna Powell dmpowell44@roadrunner.com or Kitty 
Barsotti barsotti@windstream.net 
  

 [posted 9/1/24] 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

MANY THANKS 
TO OUR SPONSORS 

 
 

JOB OPENINGS 

https://www.agolexington.org/EmmanuelEpiscopalChurch.pdf
https://www.agolexington.org/OurRedeemerLutheranNov25.pdf
mailto:dmpowell44@roadrunner.com
mailto:barsotti@windstream.net


  

166 Market Street • Lexington, Kentucky • 40507 • ccclex.org/music

G R E AT  M U S I C
a t  C h r i s t  C h u r c h  C a t h e d r a l

April 2026

Visit ccclex.org/music for more information on 
the Cathedral Choir, Great Music Series, and 

Friends of Cathedral Music. 

Piano Concert  with  ANI HUTCHENS

SUNDAY, APRIL 19
4:00pm

Boston Conservatory at Berklee 
2025 Graduate 

&
Former Christ Church
Cathedral Chorister

SUNDAY, MAY 17

3:30pm  ORGAN CONCERT
                Grant Holcomb, organ                 

     River Road Presbyterian Church, 
     Richmond, Virginia

4:00pm  EVENSONG  
          with the Cathedral Choir

Concert & Evensong



 
 
  



 
  

 

The Muller Difference
Passion and 
Collaboration
We are not just builders, we’re musicians 
and artisans who partner with you to create 
an instrument that re!ects your vision.

Craftsmanship and Detail
Cra"ed with care at every stage, our work 

re!ects a tradition of excellence. Our 
attention to detail ensures an instrument 

lasting generations.

Tradition and Innovation
Our work carries forward the American 
organbuilding legacy, shaped by both proven 
methods and thoughtful innovation.

A Legacy of Excellence
For over a century, Muller has built, restored, 

and maintained  instruments that enrich 
worship, performance, and community.

P.O. Box 353 | Croton, Ohio 430,3
740..93.,700 | www.MullerPipeOrgan.com

New OrgaNs

restOratiONs

tONal revisiONs

rebuilds

MaiNteNaNce

Muller
Pipe Organ Company

Builders & Conservators of Fine Instruments



 
  

Evensong
at Good Shepherd

Weekly on Wednesdays at 7 PM

Visit gslex.org/music for more details

Good Shepherd Episcopal Church 
533 East Main Street
Lexington KY 40508

Choral



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 Serving Thousands of Clients Throughout the Region Including: 
 

Chamber Music Festival of the Bluegrass 
Kentucky Center for the Performing Arts 

Norton Center for the Arts 
Louisville Orchestra, Lexington Philharmonic, 

University of Louisville, Centre College 
Indiana University SE, Campbellsville University 
Western KY University, Murray State University 

ThePianoShop.net  (800) 924-1900 
Matt Grossman , Owner 

Piano Craftsman Since 1975 

Sales & Service  
Kentucky, Indiana, Ohio 

Tuning, Repair, Restoration, Moving 
Concierge Piano Sales Service 

All Makes and Models 
Confidential & Stress Free Piano Shopping 

N E W  Y O R K  1 8 5 3  

Purveyor of  World –Class Acoustic Pianos  



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCING OUR  
2025-2026 SEASON 

With our new Co-Artistic Directors,  
Dr. Vicki Bell and Dr. Stephen Bolster

Mary Bears a Promise 
December 7, 2025 • 7:00 p.m. 

Magnificats and other works by J.S. Bach, C.P.E.  
Bach, Palestrina, Mendelssohn, Britten, and others  

From Suffering to Salvation 
April 12, 2026 • 7:00 p.m. 

Works by J.S.Bach (with selections from the  
St. Matthew Passion), Brahms, Vaughan Williams, 

 Howells, and Finzi 

Concerts will be held at First Presbyterian Church 
174 North Mill Street, Lexington, KY 40507KentuckyBachChoir.org



  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Six Generations. 169 years. One mission.

 
 

 
 

 



 

G R E AT  M U S I C
a t  C h r i s t  C h u r c h  C a t h e d r a l

2025-2026

Concerts & Evensongs
3:30pm     Concert
4:00pm     Evensong with the Cathedral Choir

Please visit our website ccclex.org/music for more 
information on the Cathedral Choir, Great Music Series, 

and Friends of Cathedral Music. 

Friday, December 5
7:30pm     George Frideric Handel’s Messiah
                  with the Cathedral Choir

           For tickets, visit ccclex.org/messiah

Sunday, December 14
7:00pm     A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols
                  with the Cathedral Choir

Sunday, December 21
4:00pm     Benjamin Britten’s A Ceremony of Carols
                   The Cathedral Girls Choir 
                Rachel Renee Miller, harp

Sunday, February 15
4:00pm     Organ Concert
                   Huw Lewis, Hope College, Michigan

Palm Sunday, March 29
4:00pm     Gabriel Fauré’s Requiem 
                with the Cathedral Choir

166 Market Street • Lexington, Kentucky • 40507

September 21, October 19, November 2, 
February 1, March 1, May 17



 
 

 
 
 

“In opera, there is always too much singing.” - Claude Debussy 
 

“I don’t know anything about music. In my line you don’t have to.” - Elvis Presley 
 

“There are two golden rules for an orchestra: start together and finish together. The public 
doesn’t give a damn what goes on in between.” - Sir Thomas Beecham 

 
“I’m sick to death of people saying we’ve made 11 albums that sound exactly the same. In 

fact, we’ve made 12 albums that sound exactly the same.” - Angus Young (AC/DC) 
 

“To achieve great things, two things are needed: A plan, and not quite enough time.” 
- Leonard Bernstein 

 
“True perfection in all things is no longer known or prized - you must write music that is 

either so simple a coachman could sing it, or so unintelligible that audiences like it simply 
because no sane person could understand it.” - W.A. Mozart 

 
To a music critic: “I am sitting in the smallest room in my house (the toilet) with your review 

before me. Soon it will be behind me” - Max Reger 
 

“A composer is a guy who goes around forcing his will on unsuspecting air molecules, often 
with the help of unsuspecting musicians.” - Frank Zappa 

 
“My music is best understood by children and animals.” - Igor Stravinsky 

 
“I only know two pieces.  One is Clair de Lune, the other isn't.” - Victor Borge 

 
“Music-making as a means of getting money is hell.” - Gustav Holst 

 
“All the good music has already been written by people with wigs and stuff.” - Frank Zappa 

 
“I’d rather be a musician than a rock star.” - George Harrison 

 
“Never look at the trombones, it only encourages them.” - Richard Strauss 

 
 

agohq.org/   
The mission of the American Guild of Organists 

is to foster a thriving community of musicians who share their knowledge and inspire passion for the organ. 

HUMORESQUE 

https://www.agohq.org/

